Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 VAT LET 00 192 161050Z 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 
USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /040W 

161053Z 061355/13 

PR 161035ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO USINFO WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7231 

UNCLAS VALLETTA 0192 

FOR IOP/M 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION REPORTING - VANCE TRIP 


REF: WIS-17, 


1 . IN AN EDITORIAL ON THE VANCE MIDDLE EAST TRIP THE TIMES 
OF MALTA OF FEBRUARY 16 SAID: "THE FACT THAT THE VISIT IS 
TAKING PLACE JUST THREE WEEKS AFTER HE HAS ASSUMED OFFICE 
INDICATES THE IMPORTANCE WHICH THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
ATTACHES TO THE MIDDLE EAST.” 

2. THE EDITORIAL WENT ON TO SAY THAT: "THERE IS NO DENYING THAT 
THE UNITED STATES IS WORKING QUIETLY TOWARDS PREVENTING 
FURHTER DISCORD IN THE MIDDLE EAST. ISRAEL HAS ATTRIBUTED 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN TROOPS OF THE LEBANON PEACE- KE EPING 
FORCE FROM AREAS CLOSE TO THE ISRAELI BORDER TO AMERICAN 
INTERVENTION WITH THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. AMERICA S CLOSE 
TIES WITH SAUDI ARABIA AND WITH EGYPT CAN ALSO PROVE TO 
BE INVALUABLE IN CREATING THE NECESSARY CLIMATE FOR 
EARLY NEGOTIATIONS." RADDAY 
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